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Dear Neighbors,
New Scholarships
Awarded Locally
Twenty-three 22nd district
residents came together
last month in Hyattsville for
one purpose: to disburse
Senator Pinsky’s state
scholarship fund dollars to
deserving students.
Of the nearly 100 applicants, nearly 70 students
scheduled to attend college
or career programs received scholarship support.
Senator Pinsky would
like to thank the members
of the selection committee,
listed below, for a job well
done:
Theresa Laughlin, Nipa
Shaw, and David Williams,
Berwyn Heights; Margaret Pooley, Edmonston;
Darlene Pinnock, Glendale; Rae Brooks and Bob
Rudd, Greenbelt; Shantay
Dabney, Theresa Creel,
Adam Ortiz, Tommy Paolucci, Bridgette Pooley, and
Maritza Velasquez, Hyattsville.
Also, Jim Henderson,
Stephanie Hicks, Troy
Perry, Darlene Robinson,
and Dwayne Stanton, Lanham/Bowie; Lincoln Lashley and Cynthia Poles-Suite,
New Carrollton; Evan
Papp, Riverdale Park; and
Lisa Jackson and Felix Yeoman, University Park.

S

tate politics, in this time
of Trump, can sometimes seem minor and
even unimportant. The President and his gang of misfits and
evildoers cast a long shadow.
But we can’t let that shadow
obscure what’s actually happening — of great importance —
on a daily basis in Annapolis.
In a few areas, Maryland
Governor Larry Hogan has tried
to distance himself from the
White House. In other key
areas, by contrast, he has either
kept silent in the face of the
right-wing onslaught or, worse
yet, actively joined it.
Take the environment as an
example. Yes, the governor did
sign a law banning fracking —
after opposing the same ban
three weeks earlier.
And, yes, the governor did
resist putting a veto on
legislation I successfully
championed to prohibit feeding
antibiotics to healthy animals, a
practice that increases antibiotic
resistance and encourages
“superbugs.”
But the governor remained
silent when President Trump
proposed severe cuts to the
Chesapeake Bay clean-up
program. He also fired or demoted five Chesapeake Bay
scientists and slashed funds for
enforcing environmental protections, leaving the public at severe risk.
The governor has exercised
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his veto pen in other areas as
well. He has vetoed legislation
to require employers to provide
at least five days of paid sick
leave to employees
Many voters, sadly, don’t
know any of this. They still see
Hogan only as the governor
who beat cancer and lowered
bridge tolls.
At the national level, the
pushback against Donald Trump
is growing every day. We need
to grow the pushback in our
home state of Maryland as well.
We have state elections

coming in 2018. We have the
opportunity to elect a fresh new
administration that will guide
our state forward, not hold our
state back.
What will it take to realize
that opportunity? We need to
build both a movement for lasting economic and social change
and elect officials who will translate those changes into law.
Let’s get to work!

The pushback
against Donald
Trump is growing
every day. We
need to grow the
pushback in our
home state of
Maryland as well.

Maryland Governor Larry Hogan

Follow Senator Pinsky at
facebook.com/senatorpinsky
or twitter.com/paulpinsky
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Earned Sick Leave:
Legislature, Yes,
Governor, No!
After a multi-year struggle, the Maryland state
legislature has passed a
bill requiring all employers of businesses with 15
or more employees to
allow employees to earn
up to five days of paid
sick leave over the
course of a year.
This sick-leave bill
allows employees to stay
home when ill — and
not infect co-workers —
and receive pay. Employees can also stay home
with a sick family member without losing pay.
Many government
employees take sick
leave, or even vacation
leave, for granted. Many
low-paid workers don’t
receive any leave at all.
Unfortunately, Governor Hogan seems to like
things that way. He
vetoed the earned sick
leave bill, claiming the
legislation would hurt
businesses in the state.
The legislature will
likely override the Hogan veto when it meets
in January.

renda Davis, a 28-year
state employee, didn’t
know what hit her
earlier this year when she was
called into her director’s office.
That director summarily fired
the veteran Chesapeake Bay
scientist.
The firing came out of nowhere. Davis over the years
had won nothing but accolades
for her work. But everything
has to come from somewhere.
This particular somewhere
started in the governor’s office.
Five days before the Davis
firing, a small group of Chesapeake Bay watermen met with
Governor Larry Hogan and his
deputy chief of staff to complain about state fishing policy
and the people who enforce it.
They mentioned Brenda Davis.
The chief of staff later contacted the Hogan administration’s secretary of natural resources, who promptly contacted his subordinate, and, as
they say, the rest is history.
The irony? Brenda Davis
never set any state policy. She
provided scientific data to higher-ups in the Maryland Department of Natural Resources and
then implemented whatever
decisions they made.
Brenda Davis would not be
the first respected Chesapeake
Bay scientist fired. Four others
were either fired like Brenda
or demoted. A sad chapter for
our state? You bet. But the
Hogan administration would go
on to compound the sadness in
the 2017 legislative session.
During the 90-day Annapolis
session, the Hogan administration endorsed legislation to
reduce penalties on poachers,
watermen who broke state law
and fished in forbidden areas.
The administration also supported efforts to reduce the
size of oyster sanctuaries,

Longtime Maryland state crab expert Brenda Davis:
fired by the Hogan administration with no explanation
those protected areas set aside
to revitalize the bay’s everdeclining oyster population.
Lawmakers rebuffed both
efforts, largely through the
efforts of Senator Pinsky and
other environmental advocates
in the General Assembly.
The worst Hogan
administration move of all?
That may have come when
President Trump proposed
zeroing out the federal government’s Chesapeake Bay program. Governor Hogan didn’t
object, not even after a Senate
resolution, sponsored by Senator Pinsky, urged the governor
to speak out publicly against
the Trump cuts.
Even Andy Harris, Maryland’s right-wing Republican
congressman, spoke out against
the original cuts. From Governor Hogan, not a word for
three months until he had political cover.
Environmental Crimes
Going Unprosecuted
Want to commit an environmental crime in Maryland?
Your chances of evading prosecution are now looking pretty
good. Maryland’s Department
of the Environment is currently
deploying 152 inspectors, the

fewest number in the last nine
years.
Environmental crime prosecutions, we learned in May, are
running at a 20-year low. The
Hogan administration has forwarded only nine cases to the
state attorney general for action. In 2012, under the O’Malley administration, 43 cases
moved forward for legal action.
State lawmakers, in response, have added $400,000
for additional inspectors to the
budget.
Stop the Silence
In June, President Trump
triumphantly announced plans
to withdraw the United States
from the Paris climate accords.
Top state and local elected
leaders across the United
States blasted that move in no
uncertain terms. Maryland
Governor Hogan issued only
the mildest of reactions.
His statement? The governor “remains committed to
protecting Maryland’s natural
resources for coming generations.”
Unlike some other Republican governors, Hogan has so
far declined to endorse a new
multi-state commitment to the
Paris accords.
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Taxes: Who Pays Today and Who Just Doesn’t?

S

chools, highways and
hole lets hedge fund managers
Senator Pinsky is also calling
bridges, health services, cut the basic income tax rate
for state loophole-plugging
consumer protections:
they pay on the bulk of their
action on the incorporation
These necessities all come
earnings from 39.6 to 20 perracket. Major corporations
from our state government.
cent.
today routinely incorporate
But they don’t come free.
This loophole annually costs
subsidiaries in no-tax states and
Who pays? That question
Maryland over $100 million in
then shuffle enough paper beaffects almost every policy
tax revenue.
tween states to end up with
decision Maryland’s state legisDuring the 2016 election
zero in taxable income.
lature addresses.
campaign, both major party
Rough estimates put the
With some taxes — “flat
candidates for President comannual cost of this hustle to
taxes” —everyone pays at the
same rate. We all pay, for inThe nation’s 10 top-paid hedge fund managers
stance, the same sales tax on
last year averaged over $750 million each.
our purchases.
A giant tax loophole allows fund managers in
Income taxes operate on a
Maryland to avoid over $100 million in taxes.
progressive principle. The tax
rate rises as your income rises.
Still other taxes fall solely on
mitted themselves to removing
Maryland at somewhere bethe corporate sector — at
the carried interest loophole.
tween $75 and $140 million.
least in theory.
But President Trump has done
Another corporate tax husIn reality, the execs who
nothing on the carried interest
tle — on sales tax — costs
run big corporations and finanfront.
Maryland $50 million per year.
cial firms can do what average
That inaction has Maryland
“The truth,” notes U.S. Senworking taxpayers cannot.
Senator Pinsky and other lawator Bernie Sanders, “is that
They can hireri lawyers
we have a rigged tax code that
t r u ti nsand
n lobntr t
st makers
r
ry calling
nd s u tryfor state legislabyists to carve out generousindustry. tion on carried interest.
has essentially legalized taxloopholes in the tax code.
“Maryland should move
dodging for large corporaThe most generous of these
ahead and change the law,”
tions.”
loopholes just may go to innotes Senator Pinsky. “We
“We should do our best to
vestment managers who speshouldn’t wait for the federal
stop that rigging in Maryland,”
cialize in hedge funds. The infagovernment — because it
adds Senator Pinsky, “and bring
mous “carried interest” loopmight never act.”
about some real tax fairness.”

More Time for Teaching, Less Time for Testing

I

n his over 40 years in education, Senator Paul Pinsky
has done everything from
teach to help develop national
policy on teacher quality.
Now, as a member of the
statewide “Kirwan Commission,”
the senator is working at the
center of efforts to improve
state education and funding
across Maryland.
The commission will be recommending changes to Maryland’s school funding formulas
and setting a roadmap to put
Maryland’s education system on
a competitive level with other
states and nations.

Part of that roadmap for the
future, Senator Pinsky believes,
ought to encourage more time
for teaching and learning and less
for testing. In the 2017 legislative
session, the senator led successful efforts to reduce time spent
on testing across Maryland.
In 2018, schools may not
exceed 2.2 percent of school
time on testing.
“We need some amount of
testing to ensure students are
making progress,” Senator Pinsky
points out, “but we need to
reduce the over-testing that
takes away important time from
instruction.”

Senator Pinsky also moved
during the 2017 session to shield
Maryland students from the toxic quick-fixes that the new
Trump U.S. secretary of education, Betsy DeVos, is pushing.
Senator Pinsky helped guide
to passage the “Protect Our
School Act,” legislation that prohibits the state board of education from approving privateschool vouchers or unworthy
charter schools — or cutting
contracts with for-profit
education companies.
Governor Hogan vetoed the
bill, but the legislature has overturned the veto.

Consumer
Corner
Have you received a call
or knock on your door
promising a refund or a
lower electric bill?
Maybe the person
claims to be calling from
PEPCO, BGE, or
Washington Gas? They
just need, you’re told, a
look at your bill?
Under Maryland law,
you certainly can shop for
alternative energy
suppliers and sometimes
save money.
But unscrupulous sales
people often make
promises about lower
utility bills and then
change energy suppliers
without the customer's
knowledge — and without
explaining the terms of
the contract.
If you aren't sure about
the salesperson at your
door, don’t give away any
info from your bill. If big
savings sound too good to
be true, they most
probably are.
Call Senator Pinsky's
office for assistance and, if
necessary, for help filing a
complaint.

To Contact
Senator Pinsky:
301-858-3155
Paul.Pinsky@senate.
state.md.us
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Citizen donations make this
newsletter possible. The
Annapolis Advocate uses
no state funds.
By Authority: Citizens for Paul
Pinsky, Anna Frankle, Treasurer

An Annapolis Scorecard: The 2017 Legislative Session

Why Wait? Sign-Up
for the E-News
This Annapolis Advocate
makes up just part of
Senator Paul Pinsky’s
ongoing effort to keep 22nd
district residents informed.
Paul also sends out a
monthly e-mail newsletter.
To subscribe, e-mail
“update-on@list.
senatorpinsky.org.”

Legislation

Description

Senator Pinsky position Final Action

Fracking ban

Prohibits fracking
in Maryland.

Co-sponsor

Passed into law.

Parental rights
of rapists

Terminates parental
rights of rapists.

Co-sponsor .

Died in conference
committee.

Litigate drug
price-gouging

Allows the attorney
Co-sponsor
general to sue drug companies that charge exorbitant prices.

Passed into law.

Restricting animal
antibiotic use

Prohibits large farms
from administering antibiotics to animals that
aren’t sick.

Lead sponsor

Amended and
passed into law.

Presidential tax
returns

Requires candidates
seeking Maryland ballot
status to submit five
years of tax returns.

Lead sponsor

Died in committee.

Overturn bail
reform efforts

Reverses efforts to reOpposed
duce bail for non-violent by Senator Pinsky.
offenders.

Passed Senate,
died in House.

Closing corporate
Loopholes

Ends tax dodges costing
Maryland hundreds of
millions of dollars.

Lead sponsor

Died in Budget and
Tax committee.

Reform P.G.
liquor board

Reconstitutes board
under county control
and raises standards for
appointment.

Supported
by Senator Pinsky

Passed into law.

Same-day voting

Authorizes state
referendum to allow
registration and voting
on election day.

Lead sponsor

Passed Senate,
died in House.

